
  

News from Clifton Youth Team  
 

Please see the photo of seven members (of our usually nine member Youth 
team), wearing hoodies at their engagement on Saturday 16th July at a local 
retirement village.  

 

 

 

  
 

 

They rang ten tunes ranging from classical to modern and including a 
Scottish sea shanty and Swinging On A Star.  The team needed to employ a 
couple of mature ringers as stand-ins due to holiday commitments but they 
all managed to reach the end of each tune together.  The team were very 
well received with some of the residents asking more about the history of 
bell teams in the local area at the end of the performance.  The youth team 
set up their own bells, some using photos previously taken on their phones 
to remind them which bells they needed.  When the youth team tidied away 
the more mature stand-in ringers took notes about the facilities and 
amenities of the retirement village!  It was a very good experience for the 
team.  There may be challenges ahead in September as we lose at least 
one ringer to University, however most of the team will be returning and will 
be looking forward to more engagements in the Autumn. 

Caroline Sutherland 

 

 

 

Bingley Handbell Ringers  
 



 

 

71 bells manufactured by Shaws of Bradford were always known to be in 
the tower of All Saints Church, Bingley, but it was not until 2010 that a group 
of the Tower Bell Ringers rescued them and started fund raising towards 
their restoration. 

After the first 2 octaves of our bells were transformed into a beautiful 
ringable condition by Taylors of Loughborough, the Bingley Handbell 
Ringers were formed. 

 

 

Orginally the group comprised just tower bell ringers but we were soon 
joined by others who heard about our efforts. The majority, but certainly not 
all, had some connection with the church. 

Over the years ringers have come and gone and we realised last week that 
only 4 of the present team of 15 were founding members of our group. 

One of those is Roger Pollard, one of those who was originally a tower bell 
ringer and is particularly musical. For the vast majority of the time he has 
been the only man in the team. How he puts up with all of us ladies I really 
don’t know. 

 

 

Roger was our first treasurer when we separated from the tower bell ringers 
and is now our Webmaster. He was instrumental in setting up an online sign 



up sheet so that we all know how many people are available for a 
performance or practice and thus how much milk and biscuits we need! 

As well as performing with the band Roger also goes on the road with a few 
restored and unrestored bells giving interesting talks to local groups. 

 

 

 

10 years ago we held a joint 150th party to celebrate his 60th birthday and 
the 50th  and 40th birthdays of 2 other ringers. This year saw Roger’s 70th 
and it was time for another celebration. 

We decorated our practice table with linen table cloths, china and glasses 
so that we could enjoy an afternoon tea on cake stands supplied by a local 
cafe and supplemented with tea, coffee and prosecco. It says something of 
how well thought of by the other members of the team Roger is in that there 
was a full turn out that evening even including one retired ringer.  

 

Afterwards we were able to take the opportunity to take some new 
photographs and update our website and Facebook page. 

Many Happy Returns Roger and may you continue to ring with us for many 
more years to come. 

Solna Burnham  
 

 

 


